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SUB J : ALEA: A COMMUNIST BRAND OF LITERACY 
REF: LISBON 5751 (DTG 231649Z AUG 76) 

SUMMARY: ALFA BRIGADES, WHICH SPREAD COMMUNIST PROPAGANDA 
UNDER THE GUISE OF A LITERACY CAMPAIGN, RECEIVED FUNDING FROM 
THE COMMUNIST YOUTH SECRETARY IN THE AZEVEDO GOVERNMENT. 
SOCIALIST EDUCATION MINISTER SOTTOMAYOR CARDIA HAS CUT OFF 
FUNDING AND REPLACED YOUTH SECRETARIAT OFFICIALS WITH HIS 
OWN MEN. END SUMMARY. 

1 . ALFA ALARM: CONSERVATIVE NEWSPAPERS SOUNDED THE 
ALARM IN RECENT WEEKS REGARDING THE ACTIVITIES 
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A COMMUNIST PROPAGANDA EFFORT REMINISCENT OF THE 
"AGIT PROP” BRIGADES SENT TO THE RURAL NORTH 
IN 1975. ALFA SPREAD A COMMUNIST INTERPRETATION 
OF PORTUGUESE HISTORY. PUBLISHED ALFA TEACHING 
AIDS CRITICIZED THE ARMED FORCES AND PRAISED THE 
AGRARIAN REFORM EFFORTS OF THE GONCALVES GOVERNMENTS. 

2. WHAT IS ALFA: ALFA WAS ORGANIZED IN EARLY 1976 

BY COMMUNIST STUDENTS IN THE FACULTY OF LETTERS OF THE 
UNIVERSITY OF LISBON. ALFA OPERATES IN MOBILE 
BRIGADES OF 5 TO 20 STUDENTS WITH SPECIALITIES IN 
THEATER, SPORTS, AND TEACHING. INSTRUCTORS ARE DRAWN 
FROM HIGH SCHOOL AND UNIVERSITY STUDENTS. ALFA 
BEGAN FIELD OPERATIONS AUGUST 2, 1976 AND HAS 329 
STUDENTS ACTIVE IN THE FIELD, A GREAT MAJORITY OF 
THEM IN AT ENTE.IO COOPERATIVES. TEACHING MATERIALS 
ARE BASED ON THE PAULO FREIRE METHOD AND ARE 
ORIENTED TOWARD COMMUNIST DOCTRINE AND PRACTICE. 

ALFA RECEIVED MATERIAL AND FINANCIAL SUPPORT FROM 
THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION AND, ACCORDING TO ALFA 
ORGANIZERS, FROM THE SOUTHERN MILITARY REGION. ALFA 
ALSO RAISED 3,000 DOLLARS IN PRIVATE CONTRIBUTIONS. 

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION FUNDING WAS PROVIDED BY 
THE FUND TO ASSIST YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS (FAOJ) 

UNDER THE COMMUNIST STATE SECRETARY FOR YOUTH 
AND SPORTS IN THE AZEVEDO GOVERNMENT. FAOJ DREW 
LIBERALLY FROM ITS FIVE MILLION DOLLAR BUDGET TO 
SUPPORT PCP POLITICAL CAUSES, INCLUDING ALFA AND 
THE PRINTING OF POLITICAL POSTERS. 

3. SOARES GOVERNMENT CRACKS DOWN: SOCIALIST 
MINISTER OF EDUCATION SOTTOMAYOR CARDIA TOLD 
THE PRESS AUGUST 13 THAT HE WAS CUTTING OFF 
MINISTRY SUBSIDIES TO ALFA. CARDIA CRITICIZED 
ALFA'S LIMITED TECHNICAL CAPABILITY TO CONDUCT 
A LITERACY CAMPAIGN AND SAID ALFA WAS AN 
OBVIOUS VEHICLE FOR POLITICAL PROPAGANDA. CARDIA 
NOTED ALFA WAS FREE TO CONTINUE AS A PRIVATE 
MOVEMENT. 
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4. COMMENT: THE COMMUNISTS TOOK MAXIMUM POLITICAL 
ADVANTAGE OF THEIR CONTROL OF THE YOUTH AND SPORTS 
SECRETARIAT. CARDIA HAS AGAIN DEMONSTRATED HIS 
RESOLVE TO END COMMUNIST ABUSES IN THE EDUCATION 
MINISTRY (REFTEL). ARMY SOURCE TOLD ARMA THAT MILITARY 

HAD BEEN VERY CONCERNED OVER ALFA'S ANTI-MILITARY PROPAGANDA. 
CARLUCCI 
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